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progress of the citizen; the strongest usurper is
quickly got rid of; and they only who build on
Ideas, build for eternity; and that the form of
government which prevails is the expression of
what cultivation exists in the population which
permits it. The law is only a memorandum. We
are superstitious, and esteem the statute some-
what: so much life as it has in the character of
living men is its force. The statute stands there
to say, Yesterday we agreed so and so, but how
feel ye this article to-day? Our statute is a cur-
rency which we stamp with our own portrait:
it soon becomes unrecognizable, and in process
of time will return to the mint. Nature is not
democratic, nor limited-monarchical, but despotic,
and will not be fooled or abated of any jot of her
authority by the pertest of her sons; and as fast
as the public mind is opened to more intelligence,
the code is seen to be brute and stammering. It
speaks not articulately, and must be made to.
Meantime the education of the general mind
never stops. The reveries of the true and simple
are prophetic. What the tender poetic youth
dreams, and prays, and paints to-day, but shuns
the ridicule of saying aloud, shall presently be
the resolutions of public bodies; then shall be
carried as grievance and bill of rights through
conflict and war, and then shall be triumphant
law and establishment for a hundred years, until
it gives place in turn to new prayers and pictures.